
IMPORTANT 
COVID-19 UPDATE

WHICH EXECUTIVE ORDERS TAKE PRECEDENCE 
WHEN REOPENING YOUR BUSINESS?

As if things are not complicated enough for businesses as they re-open, many may 
wonder what to do if a mayor issues an executive order that conflicts with one the 
governor of the state issues? Do the rules of preemption apply? Counsel for the Council 
of Insurance Agents and Brokers answered the question as follows:

This is a cluster like so much else right now. In some states, the governors purport to 
override any local restrictions (Texas); in others, localities are specifically authorized to 
maintain tighter restrictions (California theoretically); and in a third set of states, localities 
can apply for approval to maintain tighter restrictions (Colorado). The bottom line is that 
you need to check the applicable state and local rules that apply to any given location 
to determine if there is a potential conflict and then decide how you want to proceed. 
In most cases, there is no requirement that a business “reopen” or otherwise maintain 
operations, so if you are risk-averse, that might be the path of least resistance. But, as with 
all things at the state level, even that has caveats, as some states have ordered “essential” 
businesses (as they each define them) to maintain normal business operations (Arizona).

In light of the foregoing, the state by state tracker has been updated to state the 
discretion granted to local officials under a given state’s reopening order.

Please visit our COVID-19 Resource Center for more information.

https://www.connerstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/State-by-State-Re-Opening-Tracker-June-1.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=88874266&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9nvb_JGtuORsEq1fD9Rzz2tpKTcRUgDBxJ752zjkL8aEhJa425X9AUSmTCi4Ef2T7ylNLKFHIjpwjWi2WW6jcxpkXOgfewnZC4DYzlJaOypaxQagk&utm_content=88874266&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.connerstrong.com/insights/covid-19-resource-center/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85271356&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8BtSHlLmGAgPnDQt5WLTFaP11pZahf8FTopD9Q1ZkcgRvbRfhdqmQ5eLXW70U1Ws0Tcq0Ihg-DgDp8jwMzT11q3IYC_PtRZePIQ9P9f-ANHYOF9Vw&_hsmi=85271356

