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10 Drugs Accounted for Nearly One-Third of Spending in
Catastrophic Coverage in 2015

According to data recently released by the US Department of Health and Human Services, a mere
10 prescription drugs accounted for nearly 33% of all spending in catastrophic pharmacy costs.
Two of the top three are related to Hep-C and the new medications that took the market by storm
in 2015. The table below provides the overview of these top 10 drugs. As the cost of specialty
medications continues to skyrocket, employers and plan sponsors need to remain vigilant in the
effective management of their pharmacy plans.

*The term “company” refers to New Drug Application holder or Biologics License Application holder.

**Note: The price is the amount paid to the pharmacy by all  payers. It is negotiated between the sponsors and their network

pharmacies for the drug, or is the usual and customary price paid to out-of-network pharmacies. It is not adjusted for rebates or

other price concessions. SOURCE: HHS Office of Inspector General analysis of Prescription Drug Event records, published in

the OIG report, “High-Price Drugs Are Increasing Federal Payments for Medicare Part D Catastrophic Coverage” (OEI-02-16-

00270).

For more information about best in class pharmacy techniques, please contact your Conner Strong
& Buckelew account representative toll free at 1-877-861-3220 with any questions.
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